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May 4,2000

Re: Docket No. 99P- 1340/CP 1

Dockets Management Branch
The Food and Drug Administration
Department of Health and Human Services RM 1-23
12420 Parklawn Drive
Rockville, MD 20857

I am writing to request that you place appropriate warning statements on the labeling of Calvin Klein’s
“Eternity” fragrance products, as such products contain toxic fragrance components.

Many of the substances in fragrances are capable of causing a wide variety of health problems, such as
central nervous system disorders, respiratory ailments, allergic reactions and Multiple Chemical
Sensitivities, as indicated in a 1989 report by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
(Potential Health Hazards of Cosmetic Products - Hearings before Subcommittee on Regulations and
Business Opportunities, US House of Representatives, 8/14/88 and 9/15/88). Similarly, a 1986 study
found that 72 YO of asthma patients had adverse reactions to perfume (American Journal of Medicine,
January 1986, Volume 80). In summary, an increased number of individuals are reporting adverse
health effects, ranging from headaches, nausea, and lethargy, to even seizures, as a result of exposure to
perfumes.

We hope that you will recognize that proper labeling of fragrance products is necessary to protect the
health of chemically-sensitive individuals across the nation. We appreciate your attention to this serious

matter.

Sincerely,

Gabrielle Myers
NYCAP Information Coordinator

The mission of the New York Coalition for Alternatives to Pesticides (NYCAP) is to eliminate the use of hazardous chemicals through
education and outreach. NYCAP seeks to improve public and environmental health by promoting the use of safer alternatives to
pesticides, cleaning supplies and other chemicals, by advocating to reduce the risks in the manufacture, transportation, use and disposal of
toxic chemicals, and by campaigning for environmen~ally sound public policy.
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